
WALK AUDITS: A TOOL FOR 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZING 





BRING THE 

CITIZENS 

TOGETHER 

•!Introduction 
Video 

•!Resident 
Interview (Video) 

•!Nancy Thompson 
Interview (Video) 
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BACKGROUND 

•! Housing & Community 
Solutions discovered U.S. EPA’s 
Building Blocks Technical 
Assistance Program at 2011 
Partners for Smart Growth 
Conference. 

•! Housing and Community 
Solutions leveraged previous 
development work in St. Louis’ 
26th ward 

–! Winston Churchill Work force/
Affordable Housing Rehab 

–! Faith House project  

•! EPA Technical Assistance 
Award funded a Walking Audit 
program  with Dan Burden 

–! Program took place 6 weeks later 
on May 26th 2011. 

CREATING 

CHANGE!
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26TH WARD: WEST END 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
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GETTING TO KNOW THE 

WEST END 

•! St. Louis Missouri (Map) 

•! West End Neighborhood (Map) 

•! Delmar and DeBaliviere (Map) 

•! Streetview: Delmar @ DeBaliviere 



 THE WEST END? 

•! 319,294 Residents* 
–! 8% decrease in Population 

2000-2010 

•! 20% avg. Residential 
Vacancy Rate* 

•! Median Resident Age: 
33.7* 

•! Median Household 
Income: $34,801ª 

•! Median House Value: 
$121,300ª 

•! Median Rent: $655ª 

•! Race 
–! 44.1% Black, 50.5% 

White, 2.5% Asian* 

•! 6,574 Residents (2%)* 
–! 3% increase in 

Population 2000-2010 

•! 30% Residential 
Vacancy Rate* 

•! Median Resident Age: 
25.7* 

•! Median Household 
Income $23,085ª 

•! Median House Value 
$79,700ª 

•! Median Rent: $324ª 

•! Race 
–! 80.9% Black, 10.8% 

White, 3.2% Asian* 

ST. LOUIS CITY WEST END 
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26TH WARD: LOCATION 



STRENGTHS OF THE 26th  

WARD/WEST END 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
•! Location, Location, Location 

•! Central to region’s job centers 
(Downtown, Clayton, 
Washington University, Barnes-
Jewish Hospital/WUSTL Medical 

Center, Central West End, on 
GRG Trail to Express Scripts/
NorthPark, and University of 
Missouri St. Louis  

–! Immediate proximity to 
transit 

•! Metrolink (light rail) stations 

•! Access to 7 Bus Routes 

•! Planned Trolley Route on Delmar 

CITIZENS FOR MODERN TRANSIT 

BI-STATE DEVELOPMENT / METRO 



STRENGTHS OF THE 26th  

WARD/WEST END 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
•! Livable 

–! Delmar Boulevard was named 
one of America’s 10 Great 

Streets (American Planning 
Association) 

–! Proximity to 1,293 Acre Forest 
Park 

–! 8 mile Trail and connections to 
planned 600 mile greenway 

network 

•! Desirable 

–! Affordability 

–! Distinguished building stock 
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UTILIZE NEW 

CONNECTIONS 

•! West End 
Neighborhood 
will be the site 
of an 
important 8 
mile trail 
connector 
between Forest 
Park, UMSL, 
and Express 
Scripts and 
NorthPark Job 
Center 
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GREAT RIVER RING 

GREENWAY NETWORK 



OUTCOMES 

Using 
Walkability as 
a tool to 
Organize 
Community 
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OUTCOMES 

“It is amazing 
what simple 
changes can 
make our 
community 
more safe and 
vibrant” 
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BUILDING 

STRONG 

COMMUNITY 

“Just by 
designing our 

community 
right, you could 

encourage 
business to 
come (and 

people) to our 
community” 
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BUILDING 

STRONG 

COMMUNITY 

•! Bring residents 
together for a 
high visibility 
project with a 
high possibility of 
success 

•! Use the walk 
audit to energize 
participants to 
work for and with 
the community on 
future projects 

•! Build the 
foundation for a 
strong and 
trusting 
collaboration 
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NEXT STEPS 
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NEXT STEPS 
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•! Let us know if we can help to bring expertise in 
building and organizing to other communities 

•! http://www.housingandcommunitysolutions.org/home  

•! erics@HousingandCommunitySolutions.org 

•! Please make the subject Smart Growth Conference 2012 



CORE COLLABORATORS 

•! St. Louis Association of Realtors 

•! Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis 

•! Great Rivers Greenway 

•! Trailnet 

•! East West Gateway Council of Governments 



SPECIAL THANKS TO 

•! National Association of Realtors Smart Growth Department 

–! Joe Molinea 

–! Hugh Morris 

–! Darren Smith 

•! Environmental Protection Agency 

–! Kevin Nelson, Clark Wilson and Tim Torma, and David Hutch (Washington 
DC) 

–! David Doyle (Participant in the Walk Audit) 

•! City of St. Louis 

–! Mayor Francis Slay 

–! Interim Director of Planning Don Roe 

–! Sustainability Director Catherine Werner 

•! Housing & Community Solutions 

–! Caroline Bann 

–! Board of Directors 

•! Trailnet/Livable St. Louis Network 

•! Great Rivers Greenway 

•! Andrew J. Faulkner Design & Urbanism 



THE POWER OF 

COLLECTIVE IMPACT 

Identify Opportunities 

New Collaborations 

Transformative Projects 

Desired 

Outcomes 

Energize Participants 






